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On the morning of November loth the 
noved on Jaffa* patrols cf the 1st 


Anzac Mounted Division 
L* T: , Brigade were fired 


on from the j> rui«n colony of ' llhalma at. 7,45 a.m,; otherwise 
no resistance wadencountered* Hie Wellington Mounted -ifleg, 
riding through Yazur, thrve miles south-east of Jaffa, «*nt.ered 
that town soon after 8.0 a.m. "Jaffa the Beautiful" was 
intact, with about 8,000 Inhabitants out of a normal nopula- 
i.ion of 24,000* The troops werf r calved by trie townspeople 
with acclamation* The Yeomanry Mounted Division meanvrhile 

carried out It* orders to r<conncitre Amwas, to take it if 

# 

not strongly held, but to ° void becoming heavily engaged* 

Hie 28nd Mounted Brigade encountered strong opposition here 
and vithdrev/ to Ramie, The 2nd u**Frt Light Horse Brigade, 
still attached to the Australian Mounted Division, was in 
support of this mov-ment, while t>e 4t.h Brigade held so a line 
of observation Tell at Tumus, Tell es Ttffl, Qezaze. 

Cr.H.'., f s orders for the 17th need not be given In full, 
as they were changed afterwards* The Intention was to secure 
a defensive line in Trout of the IT.I Corps, while pushing Tor- 
ward the roc Corps and part of the Desert Mounted Corps to 
Eire, 9 miles north of Jerusalem* The IT I Corps was to take 
over Abu Shushe, Ramie and Lydda from the Desert Mounted 
Corps; the latter, loss one division and the Imperial Camel 
Brigade, was to advance eastward, the right flank on the 

road from Junction Station to Latron as far as la rye t el Ineb, | 

1 

*• l 

thence north-east through Biddu on Eire, while the left flank 
followed the tracks from Lydda directly on Eire, The third 

* 9 j 

division (Anzac) was to hold the line of the Hahr el Auja 

meanwhile» On this date the Yeomanry Mounted Division occupied 
Annabe* The Anzac Mounted Division, which had withdrawn 
its advanced troops for the night from Jaffa, reoccupied the 
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town at C.40 and the village of Sarona, another German colony 
two miles to the north-east, at 1C .30 ■ Patrols then pushed 
forward to the Nahr el Auja® This river waa found to he 
35 feet wide, and from four to ten feet in depth® Three 
crossings were discovered: a bridge south of Kh.'WZb Hadra 
some three mile 3 from the coast, a dam and mill at Jeriseh, 
south-west of this, and a ford at the river f s mouth® 

ifu. p -vWt- J\ i'VUx $<++*\UUX ’ 

ITovember 13th saw the beginning oP the Yeomanry Divisions 
advance on Bire, while the Australian Counted Division had 
orders to attack Latron and Amwas. This attack was to he 
carried out after a preliminary- bombardment of an hour and a 
half, in which artillery of the 75th Division was to partici- 
pate. The 4t.h Brigade was to attack Latron and Amwas, while • 
the 3rd carried out a turning movement on its left towards 
Yalo. Before the attack, which had been postponed from 


2.0 p®m® to 4®30 to permit the completion of preparations. 


could be launched, a message was received from the Desert 
Hour.ted Corps cancelling it. Ihe operation was to be carried 
out by the 75th Division next day® The forcing of the 
passes to the Judean highlands was, indeed, not an operation 


suited to 

’If 7 



, y<U4***l ff 'K tvdt* , ^ f *V ’i. If 

however, th< in drive against Eire had been taken 


over by the infantry from the Australians, the Yeomanry Mounted 

Division was to carry on Its advance on the former f s left, 

and was to be very highly tried within the next few days. 

The 0th Brigade was ordered to move on Beit Ur et Tahta, a 

hill village about 7 miles north-east of Amwas and abn.it 8 

west of Eire, the final objective. The 22nd Brigade was order- | 

ed to Shilta, while the 6th remained In divisional reserve, 

8th 


;fuard of the/ 



Brigade, the 3rd County of 


London, advanced with great difficulty owing to the nature of 

the country to a point within two miles of Beit Ur et Taht%. 

The 22nd Brigade, moving to Shilta, was forced to send back 

and . 


all wheeled transport 



the Leicester Battery to Ramie 
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Cn the front of the Anzac Mounted Division patrols of 
the 1st L*U. Brigade occupied the large J< wish colony of 
F«th* h Ti-iva (Arabic Eulfibbis) aix and a half riiles north¬ 
east of Jaffa, where unlimited water and great stocks of hay 
wer« found* The 7th Mounted Brigade was attached to the 
division from this date , It vvQ3 found that the crossings 
of the Ffthr el Auja were held in considerable strength* 

On IIovember 19th the Yeomanry Mounted Division continued 

e 

its difficult advance. The '2nd Mounted Brigade was ordered 
to rove against Ain Arik, on the track to Ram Allah and Dire, 
and the 8th Mounted Brigade on Beitunye, some three miles 

south-west of Bire and ten miles north-west of Jerusalem* 


\y 
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V* 




The 


These troops were thus called upon to pass through the 

most difficult and trackless area of the Judean hills* 
ojfch Brigade jfc 

passed through Beit Ur et Taht§ but was soon afterwards 




held up in the -<adi es Sunt by a comparatively small number 
of Turks esconc^d behind boulders, in a position from which it 
was found impossible to dislodge them* The 22nd Brigade moved 


also very slowly, owing to the length of time necessary to 

ouown the precipitous heights on either side of its line of 

b r i ga de 

march* The^colunn had to move in single file and was nearly 
six miles long* Slight opposition from the enemy was encounter¬ 
ed; the conditions of the terrain were the most serious obstacle 
The brigade eventually bivouacked just west of its objective, 
the village of Ain Arik* Supply was a matter of greatest 


c 


iifficulty, a3 rations could 



be brought by the train no 


further forward than Annab#, about 12 miles as the crow flies 
west of Ain Arik, and had to be fetched thence by the units 


with first line transport and pack. Some units got no supplies 
on this date and those moj/ire fortunate received them very late. 

On the 20th the attempt was resumed* The 6th Brigade, 
which had bivouacked the previous night a^Beit Ur et Tahta, 
was now ordered to move on Beitunye, by a route slightly south 


through 





&€it y+jonA+Uj fit Ittf+r 
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with the Hongkong & Singapore fountain Battery attached# -The 
advance was net at first contested, hut at 11*30 the Dorset 
^eoraanry in the van came upon the enemy in strength on a 
high, steep ridge two miles south-west of Beitunye* The Bdrks 
Yeomanry, moving up on their left, succeeded in occupying 



Berks remained all night on their ridge facing the enemy in 

torrents of rain, their horses in a ravine behind. KeankMle 

the 22nd Brigade had struggled into Ain Arik, the head of the 

column reaching the village at 20 p#ru and the tail not till 

11,0 p*m* Two squadrons Stafford Yeomanry, pushing on towards 

Ram Allah, established themselves for the night on the 

high ground (hL Kuntar) north of Beitunye. 

The other two divisions of the Corps had meanwhile 

had a quiet period# The Ansacs had settled down to the holding 

of a line south of the Nahr el Auja, through Nalin, Budrus, 

/ running 

Yehudiye, thenc<y v* ■ *.» * north of Barons to the sea. This 

position was held by the occupation of tactical points some 80C 

yards apart, each with a fire trench and support. The Imperial 

Camel Brigade was brought up into line on the 19th# On the 

{less on e brigade, 

20t,h the 54th Division!came under the orders of the Desert 
Mounted Corps and took over the eastern portion of the 
front. The line of the Auja wa3 strongly held by the enemy, 
as was proved by various probings of his line by the mounted 
troops# The Australian Division was ordered on the 20th to 
withdraw to the area of Hammame and Majdal to rest, handing 
over its transport to the Yeomanry Mounted Division# Its 
5th Mounted Brigade remained * on the right of the 75th Division 
and under the orders of the XXI Corps. In this brigade the 
Gloucester Yeomanry was e- changed with the 10th A.L.H., partly 





because the latter refluent wes fresher and had suffered 
less In previous fi hting than the Gloucester^, and partly, 

p 

it appears, to allow the Australians to participate in the 

fight for Jerusalem. 

On November 2lst the attack on Beitunye was continued 
b j the 6th Mounted Brigade, the 22nd being ordered to advance 
on Bam Allah, west# of Eire, while the 8th was kept in reserve. 
The E* rkdhirn) Yeomanry attempted to advance eastward from the 




position it had gained over night, while the Dorsetshi e at¬ 
tacked Beitunye from the south# The Bucks, at first In sup¬ 
port, were ordered to capture a ridge due v/est of Beitunye, 

To reach this a stiff climb was necessary, • nd on getting to 
the top the Turks were found very firmly installed or the crest 
lmhtnd a breastwork, with a rock redoubt as a s< com! line of 
defence. On the right the Dorsets mode little progress, in 
face of heavy fire. The Turks were supported by at least 
four batteries of field artill* vy against the single mountain 
battery attached to the Yeomanry Division. Their observation 
was good and they inflicted heavy casualties not only on the 
troops i.orking dismounted but on their horses in rear. Hie 
8th Brigade moved up the City of London Yeomanry and "rd County 
of London Yeomanry, but without being able to give sufficient 
strength and impetus t.o make the attack successful# 

Meanwhile the 22nd Mounted Brigade had sent forward the 
East Riding Yeomanry in the direction of Rarr^llah. The 
extreme exhaustion of the men, suffering severely from 
exposure and short rations, was as important a factor as the 
resistance of the enemy, and but a short advance was made. 

At 12,47 p.m# the Lincoln Yeomanry was ordered to move south¬ 
wards on Beitunye to assist the advance of the 6th Brigade, 

He.re &jsln, though the determination of the troops brought 
them to within 800 yards of the enemy's position, the objective 



Australia in the war. Vol. VII. p. 495, 
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could not. bo reach*d# 

At 


about 2 #30 p #m# the Turks began a strong outflank¬ 
ing movement on the right of the Porsets, who were corbelled 
to fall back* T}ie Bucks , In view of this situation, v/ere 
ordered to fall back on the position held by the Ikrks, and 
at 6.C p»" t t> 1 m ridge as evacuated, the cunded being rer,;ov<*d 
wit*i great difficulty. The oth Brigade was ordered to fall 
back on Belt Ur el T oqa, the 22nd on Beit Ur et Tahta, the 
1*0 tIrenent being covered l w the 8th Brigade# Ti e Ikst Tiding 
Yeomanry report that the >*^t . . ^(>riO r.t took nine hours, during 
the first five of which horses were led. The porks Yeomanry 
of the 6th Brig de did not reach Foqa till 4.0 a.w# on the 
32nd• The rearguard of the 8th PrigHde did not arrive 
1-111 5#3C. Trie total casualties of the dsy f .v fig] ting, many 
of t> er. Incurred in the retirement, were 196, while 10B 
h c rse s v:< re killed or f oundared# 


opt 


The difficulties of this abortive but gallantly conducted 
■■ ration e*n sc: rccV 1 - •> ••vr-tcd, ~ >| ‘i " 



Tivi i( ’ ■* Vf,l k r V - Cf islit 

to 


in previous fxgjiting and had hi d L t - 'vk ients# In manj 
c es i • i i tl Firing 12 , ‘ • -1 1 back, 

*• fles It] ur v otch’ ks 


inii'hi-red no or* than 


■ ctions# Y fi jh.tlng strength of th€ divi k ■ ms at out 1 

ir 

Otti opp( 3 by s 3 # CC I )f tl 24tl d 37th 

Cc^fUUj 

Ik* • , * 1 ' four ttorV s, hie] ’m ~i " outranged the 




Hongkong & Singapore Mountain j ttery# Ike question of 
co“Blunicatio i bet. a en the °Ind and 6th Brigades was also a 
matter of difficulty. The v/ir< less sect.io i of the former 

A v 

br igade had broken down, and cloud made the use cf hello 
impossible^ All me sages had to be taken by officers 1 patrols, 
at. great risk, as the enemy v/as between the two brigades# 

Horses and pen v/ere half starved. The Bucks Yeomanry reports 
that its horses bed neither flood nor water from the night of 
the 19th until the morning of the 22nd. The East Riding Yeomanry 




















r* ort .3 thet if oO hours • 1 -r mr on l'> 1 n In r^t/on: 

• nd 'j “* ti •• j ' ,n * rij i •/ » litt.j.i- ! 1 ri]j » . r- a > 1 1fi0 ^ 1 n»r 

horn let of In Ariel# 7 *v<* 'm fir-i m caneI s lift*'' I'Y n sunlld bv 
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lpj the now oo j stivt ly good ad 1 ' -n those vin • w - , 


, " ^ • t Ur 


let r It and 


*1 p l the s r« • jr 1 * n * <v •-» »ri dorotto 


tl e Y cv : -* "our 5 •' Z * v 1 s * m . 
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\\y VC: r» t. 


\.’ • n H la o* IV u that on this date Habi - . oil vr©3 .* 1 1 ' 


> . Uh 7ht] Division ’ o fh« souti • 


/W 32 Ilull 


On hove • r d, tl dajj * f t] c Turl lab oouifti 1 * I t* cl • 


on 1 •* o "h ; o. !•■ »r." w unttd D.. v * -*ion *rs th’ 1 . J 

cr 3 © to contly Ilf V • diversion# ~e 8t)i 3 dLjsde " < 1*1 is 




' * , 3- It U r * «-1 r one, if* ■» :• jiadrou of 1 he City of London 

■ * ry ' Zeltun f is of t ‘idge jt of the village. 


bile the 12nd 7 ‘Igade u ’ for % d tl Lincoln ^Teomani 1 ! 


to 


wetcb Ain * rlq» On tlie foJ.!c*!nj day, the 25 rd, the dlvirrton 
came under the < rd rs of the I 5orps # er obvlbualy convenient 
a^ror.joment. tree l'. mbs r-r,lf w that Ccri3 f operations* 

T! e responsibility of t!oe Desert Ilounf««l Corps l>ad or the 
previous day - te ted from Eeltunye to the mouth of the 


1 hr el Aiija, s distance ^^rniles. 


I'aj or-general 


Escrow obtained permission fron Lieut*-C k neral pulfin to 


send back to Ramie and Lydda all horses, excepting those 


uns 


?L+ >j<* H**' 


few for pack; the shortage of water and the difficulty of 
bringing ur> supplies ma'le it useless to attempt to keep the 

division mounted# 

November 24th narked the final attempt of the 52nd 
Division to take El Jib and advance to the Nablus road through 




■qulundia • Cm the coast the m:ao Mounted Division v to 


s e ize a bridgehead across the J^lir el Auja, to ^ive the enerrrr 
the in’i-reaoion that the advance vray to he continued In that 


a k 




dire(ttIon• The Yeomanry Mriritod Division /fa 


to hi nr*i 


fitraio against Beitunye and watch the left flan! of the 52nd 


1 vis ion# Tin- thr o brigades advanced dismounted# Cn the 


y ; v ' w* i* w » • t « viwu «^A4vvw ' ‘j. jn»a»n '.*v* < i § c .• 

^ c U r I 1 * ri^’.t the Sth Brigade occupied the > ij ground east and 
rV“' north-east of Beit Duqqu, find* touch with the infantry of 


5X»MK> 

,(..i U v *3 U 
Ujf ^ 5Ult 

D - +~ ,U * 

UsU 4<-*> 

^ tt r.A*i ^ * u ^ 

^ fcU pii. ft fvi*- ^ 

tu nm 

-2 


tr;• 57 nd Division; its loft, at 


I t Tire, ho inn; vT.thin 


half a mile o'' the nearest post < T the 6th Di‘ij;ade # w] ich 
hold Zeitun with fifty rifles and Hi 1 1 £200* brown to the 
troops as ff Jonquil Hill”, a i lie sooth-east of Ho a a # On Its 


left, a^ain the 


?• n* 


hid Hr 


3i* i^;ade|r 


wTvanced direct of Beitunye 


*1 




troops v * re vvithdravm to the i * w h1 ourbood of Foqa at ni^ht, 
thouj- the small post at. Teitun v- as left out# ’ i*h V Ts day f g 
r iJi*tIrj w the Battle of : 'nbi Tan veil Is concluded^ 

The plans for the An ac Mounted Division 1 . 1 ? doi onstration 
across the Ha hr el Auja had to he very swiftly made. Desert 
Mounted Corps 1 orders to establish a bridgehead and seize 
Sheikh Huannis, a village half a mile north of the river 
and a mile and a half fcom the shore, and the hillock of 


n.'.lrhet Hadrah to east of it, were received at 12.15 a#m. 
on November 24th; the orders, approved by the Desert Mounted 
Corps, were issued at 10#0 a#m#, and the advance took place at 
1.0 p#m# The division had been A* ve n n call upon heavy 
artillery attached to the 54th Division, but, as it. was 


found W 


this could not be brought up in time, it was 


# 





The official Battles Nomenclature Committee 1 s Report dates 
the Battle of Nabi Samv/eil 17th - 24th November, concluding 
it at the latter date pr^umably because the British attempts 
to advance then ceased for a fortnight# The next battle or 
action in the Report is the Capture of Jerusalem, 7th - 9th 
December. In the interval the Turks had carried out an 
important counter offensive, for rliioh it appears desirable 
to find a name ••for the purpose of this History, at least, 
even though the award of battle honours is based on the,Report 

rather than extend the Battle of Nabi Samwcil to November 2Cth 




decided t.o attack without its suxq>ort# The division had 
therefore only tv;o home artillery batteries, as the 1st 
L.H. Brigade- with it3 attached Jnverness Battery had beeh 

w (*J fii 4 fA , ** {***). 

withdrawn from the line to rest. Thie Inverness Battery wao, 

however, ordered to march up from Sdud to Jaffa, by the follow¬ 
ing afternoon, in case them should he need of it• 

The nr In operation was to be carried out by the IT.T.J’.n. 
Brigade, which ras to be relieved on the banks of the Aujfi 
opposite Jerislieh by two battalions of the 161st Brigade 
§4tb Division, at the disposal of the Anzao Division. The 
New Zealanders were to crocs the ford at the river’s mouth, 


turn east # iija£ clear the right bank for two miles, and attack 
Sheik}' Nuannis from the west* Cn the right the 2nd l.T 7 , 
Brigade, 103 s the 6th Regiment (attached to the 54th Division 
at Iydda) was to make a demonstration from Nulebbis. At the 
last moment it was decided that the battalions of the 161st 


Brigade, the 4th and 6th Essex, were also to cross at the 
mill at Jorishell, ar.d these battalions only received orders 
to co-operate while their relief of the New Zealanders was 


taking place* A squadron of the Auckland mounted 
to demonstrate on the right - gainst another ford, 

The little operation was carried out without 


Rifles was 
4’ miles in’ 1 a-* 
a hitch. 


completely surprising the Turks * The Canterbury Nounted Rifles 
crossed the ford at. the gallop, the Turkish post defending it 
taking to flight. Pushing out a squadron to secure the high 
ground to the north, the regiment wheeled right-handed. Sheikh 


Kuannis was captured at 1.55 p.m., and at 3.30, the Wellington 
Counted Rifles, which had followed the other regiment across 
the ford, took Kb. Hadrah and the bridge on the road to Arsuf 
just south of it, with the support of the 5tb L*A ,K. Battery. 

A company of the 4th Essex crossed at Jeriseh and moved into 
Sheikh Muannis* At night the line was stror^ly^or^anlae 
with two companies of the 4th Essex at Hadrah and/ the 6th Essex 


«*nni 


The C *P #-■ * 


was instructed to take in hand the construction of kt bridge* 








r ^ 

L 1 


10 


9 

at, Jerlseh t.o take v/}ieels arul to Improve the crossing nt ITadrah# 
The captures In the action included 29 prisoners of the 
3131 Regiment j a r.nbhine gun, a Lewis gun, nnrl some rifles, 
while the British had no casualties. 

The Turks quickly gave proof that they did not intend 

1 /fir. 21 " 

to permit this hold movement north of the ITnhr el uja, At 4,15 
an on November 25th the covering Squadron of the Auckland 
Regiment. p-*- north of Kh, Hadrah perceived the enemy concentrate- 1 
ing in an oi*clr rd fctarth-east of v rt p Art, • nd a ftw minutes 
later the Turks began their advance, The led horses were 
S' '.t hack to the infantry position at 13 • Tlidroh, upon which 
the s pi • i I ro n a Is o fell hack at 5,30 a , n • Tr ie e no j y n ovr 1* ga n I 

+ o shell 53 1 % Fadrah h avlly, The '7e^£Mt4rHM" Mounted Rif It* s 
were ordered to mfrke a demonstration against the right of the 
e>iemy attacking Kk• Hadrah from the ford at the mouth of the 
ITnhr cl Auja, hut before this could take effect it. was found 

• I 

nt cessary to abandon the position, The two companies of the 4th 
Essex fell hack first, at. 3,15 a,m«, across the bridge, their I 
crossing covered bp the A.H.R., which th» n cro: si d also. Tills 
was a difficult movement, under heavy fire# gome cases I 

tho wounded were swim across by good swimmers on either hand, I 
The eneny occupied Kh, Madra! hut did not appear on the hill I 

in strength, being harried 1 w the fire of the 22~ CCLIOC brigade I 

R *F • h , and the Somerset Battery, I 

At 9,30 a .pi, about 2,000 Turks advanced rapid 1 / from the I 

direction-of El Jelil and attacked the village of Sheikh Muannis I 

with great energy. Here also a withdrawal was necessary to I 

avoid annihilation. Hie companies of the Gtli Essex were first I 

withdrawn about 10, a.m., crossing by the pontoon bridge at I 

Jerisheh and by boat3# Then the mounted troops withdrew by I 

the ford at the mouth of the Auja, except for a £&* rearguard I 

of *,)*»• two troops C,M,R#, which, having sent back their horses I 

to the ford with the rest, themselves finally crossed by boats I 
with about forty of the infantry. The Turks we re in Muannis I 
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by 10.30, but attempts on their part to advance on the ford 
at the mouth of the Auja were checked by the fire of the New 
Zee landers. At 10 p.m. a strong attack against the ford was 
reported to be developing, but It cane to nothing. 

The 2nd L.H. Brigade meanwhile on the right had not been 
attacked. The infantry now took over the line of the river 
from south-east of die bridge at Ha dr ah to the sea. Hie 
other two battalions* of the 161st Brigade, the 5th and 7th 
Essex, had arrived at 5arena at 2.0 p.m. They relieved the 
4th and 6th, which withdrew into brigade reserve. The r.Z.I'.R. 

fti 

Brigade was concentrated behind the left flank, while *-battalion 

of the x.C. Brigade w as br ought up to Dahr ^elmeh. , The 7th 

Rishon le 

Mounted Brigade was ordered by Desert, Mounted Corps to 
Ziyona, the 1st L.H. Brigade hack at. 7dud was ordered to he 
prepared to march at shortest notice the following morning, 
and a 60 -pounder section of the CEZXIX Heavy Battery was 
ordered to Jaffa. These preparations would have sufficed 
to make any attempt to cross the Auja, even by the four to 
five thousand Turks who had been engaged in this day 1 3 action, 
unavailing. Hie enemy, however, was apparently satisfied 




\ Is 


with the measure of success he had attained and did not try 
seriously to extend it. Hie casualties in the N.Z.F.R. Brigade 
for the day were 54> those of the 161st Brigade 12r, which 
included some men drowned in the Auja. Hie enemy consisted 

once moi^ of the battered 3rd Pivision , which may have been 

% 

received some reinforcements by this time, with possibly 

detachments of the 7th Division. 

During the night the Turks were heard digging in in 

places close to the river hank, hut on the afternoon of November 

26th a patrol of the 161st Brigade crossed the pontoon bridge 

\S at Jerisheh and met only a few snipers. Sheikh Muanrls was 

apparently deserted. Orders were issued to strengthen the 


line. 


Mounte d 


moiroow to join the Yeomanry Mounted 




* 1 





was to be taken by the 1st L.H. Brigade from Sdud, which was 
to be stationed in dorps Reserve, less one regiment, attached 
to the 54th Division.at Rantieh. 


